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As a consultant or solopreneur you must be a jack of all trades. Its not just your technical expertise, as it may have been in industry, but marketing yourself, getting work, having the  resources to do the work, billing, writing contracts,filing patents, doing your taxes etc etc. The sites listed below help fill these needs. They emphasize free or low cost resources. The list is not exhaustive and you are encouraged to send in links you have found useful to jflnewport@chemventive.com. Neither does inclusion in the list below signify any special endorsement by CCN. They represent sites I have personally found useful.
FINDING WORK

Having a web page is vital. As a CCN member you can have one for the princely sum of $30 year. We get about 8000 hits a month and members pick up work because of it. 

Networking is of prime importance. It has been covered in detail by Dr William Golton in a previous webinar (link on CCN site) 
Advertizing 

Google ads , LinkedIn ads

CECON, YourEncore, The Councils, Society of Industry Leaders are free brokers for your expertise.

The CECON Group  http://www.cecon.com/ provides Science and Engineering Consulting, Expert Witnesses & Technical Business Consultants. Free to register and you negotiate your own fee with clients.Not widely appreciated is that they will pay you a 10% finder's fee for work you bring to them.

YOUREncore http://yourencore.com/  is a network of retired scientists and engineers, matches you with assignments that are typically 1-2,  months in duration but may be up to one year. YourEncore pays you directly. 

The Councils and The Society of Industry Leaders  tend to be investment banker oriented so are more interested in market information. Both arrange telephone interviews with you and their clients. Sessions are typically 30 mins in length and you are free to set your own fees. Unless arranged previously they do not pay for any preparation work that you may do. So set your fees accordingly.

Innocentive, IdeaConnection, NineSigma are variants of the open innovation concept. They include chemistry, biochemistry and engineering challenges.

Innocentive www.innocentive.com   publishes challenges with assigned $ awards typically in the range of from $5 to $30K. Anyone can submit a solution. The Seeker is anonymous. If your proposal is accepted you automatically assign all IP rights to the Seeker.

With IdeaConnection  www.ideaconnection.com  you work on challenges by invitation. Usually as a team. There may be multiple teams working on the same challenge.Teams have one or two meetings a week via Skype over a period of a couple of months. The award value is set, typically from $5 to $10K per participant . The Seeker is usually anonymous, but is open to questions. Side benefit is making new contacts with your teammates. Like Innocentive you assign all IP rights. IdeaConnection also pay a finders fee for work you bring to them.

NineSigma  www.ninesigma.com publishes Requests for Proposals. The Seeker may be identified initially. You should avoid providing proprietary information. If accepted you and the Seeker negotiate directly. Usually you are talking about projects with a 1 – 2 year time frame. For most of them you need access to a laboratory though it is possible to pick up consulting work through them.

Also worth checking out is Challenge.gov  www.challenge.gov operated by Uncle Sam, which routinely lists a number of science and engineering challenges on their site.

Many companies put out there own open innovation challenges. One of the most notable ones of late was Barrick Internationals $10 million challenge for the more complete extraction of silver from quartz ores. You are encouraged to check the website of major companies for areas of interest to you.
FBO.GOV  www.fbo.gov lists the zillions of projects the Federal Government puts out for bid. You need to register as a contractor at CCR.GOV. This is a topic in itself. Check with your state's SBA for help and refer to the slides on a October 2009 talk about it on the CCN website. Actually the CCR.GOV website will guide you through the process. It just takes a little time and patience.

SBIRs – see comments under Entrepreneurship
Yet2.com  http://yet2.com/ is basically  an IP broker.

ArticleOnePartners  pay a bounty for finding prior art work in the open literature. Awards are typically in the range of from $5K to $20K. Their requests cover a wide range of technologies but are open to anyone who is good at literature searching.

Quirky.com   http://www.quirky.com/ takes open innovation and crowdsourcing to a whole new level for general product development. While not chemically related it is worth checking out if you have a general product idea.

Experts.com  http://www.experts.com/ , Intota and the Tasa Group are also broker's of your expertise. They cater largely to the legal profession and charge a fee for listing you on their sites.

Zintro.com www.zintro.com  is a global online marketplace with over 80,000 highly specialized expertise providers and a set of tools that makes it easy to find, initiate discussion, qualify and conduct business with them.
STRATEGIC ALLIANCES

Strategic alliances were the subject of a prrevious talk at CCN and the slides are on the website

A Strategic Alliance is a formal relationship between two or more parties to pursue a set of agreed upon goals or to meet a critical business need while remaining independent organizations.

3 types of alliances can be identified. 
IdeaConnection, which by its very nature is an ad hoc strategic alliance. Innocentive facilitate you setting up team for many of their challenges by providing an area on their website to do so.

Finally you may want to consider setting up a partnership .

Our newwebsite makes it easy to form your own alliances and partner with other members

SEARCHING FOR INFORMATION

Literature Searching

Workhorses are:
Googlescholar http://scholar.google.com
Scirus http://scirus.com/
FreeFullPDF  FreeFullPDF.com
Very useful site that provides full copies of papers, theses, etc‎

DeepDyve  Deepdyve.com
“rent” papers for $2.95 a look
Scirus www.scirus.com 
Quertle http://www.quertle.com search engine that has all of PubMed (Medline) documents and an increasing number of other full text documents. Uses advanced linguistic methods to order results in a variety of useful ways (by keywords, by date, by applied filters etc)

Wikipedia http://wikipedia.org/
SciFinder (http://scifinder.com/ ) and Dialog (http://www.dialog.com/ ) provide access to electronic journal articles but at a significant price. Both also offer a pay as you go service.( http://stneasy.cas.org ) 

And don't neglect:
http://www.searchengineguide.com/searchengines.html 
which is a: Search Engines Directory 

Internet search engines are categorized by topic in this searchable directory of general and specialty search engines.

Chemistry Search Engines (listed in www.searchengineguide.com) 

Analytical Chemistry Springboard Directory of analytical chemistry resources on the Internet. 

ChemDex Directory of chemistry on the WWW. 

ChemFinder An index to chemical information on the Internet, with structures and physical properties, searchable by name, structure, CAS Number, and physical properties. 

Chemical Analysis.com Matches those in need of chemical analysis with a database of labs and consultants from around the world. Also provides a links index, an analytical book store, literature referral service, and a chemists forum.

ORGANIC SYNTHESES http://www.orgsyn.org/
A free site listing reliable methods for synthesizing chemical compounds.

Chemistry - Links for Chemists A huge index of Chemistry resources on the WWW arranged into 75 chemical categories maintained by the University of Liverpool. 

Information Retrieval in Chemistry Chemistry and sciences resource compendium by field and by topic.

Under Chemistry - Links for Chemists 
Operated by the University of Liverpool www.liv.ac.uk/Chemistry/Links/links.html are listings of:

· University Chem. Depts. (By Country) 

· Companies / Industry (By Type) 

· Chemical Literature (Journals, Publishers, Magazines, Blogs) 

· Chemical Information (Conferences, Databases, Dictionaries, Information Services, Libraries, Constants, MSDS, Newsgroups, Patents etc) 

· Organisations (Gov. Research Labs, Chem. Socs., Funding Bodies, etc.) 

· Topics (Analytical, Biographies, Careers/Jobs, Chemicals, Educational, Electrochemistry, Environmental, History, Metal Extraction, Molecular Modeling, Organic Reactions, 3D animations and Resources, Radioactivity, Self Assembly, Surface Science, Miscellaneous) 

· Other Links Sites (General and Specialist Chemistry) 

Emolecules http://www.emolecules.com. Find Suppliers and Information for over 8 Million Unique Chemicals.

Organicworldwide http://www.organicworldwide.net 
Organic chemistry resources worldwide with sections on Synthesis, Experimental Set Up and Purification, Structure Confirmation etc.

iBridgenetwork http://www.ibridgenetwork.org provides unbiased information about early stage technologies and inventions.

Chemistry Central http://chemistrycentral.com/ 
Chemistry Central is a new service publishing peer-reviewed open access research in chemistry

ACS WEBINARS : provide  much useful information
http://www.youtube.com/user/acswebinars
Patents http://uspto.gov, http://epo.org, http://freepatentsonline.com, http://www.jpo.go.jp/index_e/patents.html
Can also use 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/patents?hl=en"
http://www.google.com/patents?hl=en

 HYPERLINK "http://www.chemconsultants.org/resourcesforconsultants.html" \l "TopPage"
 to search US patents and get a PDF version.
PROPERTY INFORMATION & CALCULATING (see also Databases section)
Chemspider http://www.chemspider.com a truly excellent site, gives detailed info for a given molecule including literature refs, patents, physical properties (experimental and calculated), synthetic methods, spectra etc. The fact that it integrates ACD labs and the EPI Suites for property prediction is particularly helpful.

Wolframalpha http://www.wolframalpha.com very different kind of site. Enter a question, an engineering or mathematical problem, a chemical name etc. and ,if it can, it will provide a single answer using verified information. For example try putting in chemist salaries, or, ethanol 80 degrees celsius. And for the mathematically inclined it has the full weight of Mathematica behind it.Highly recommended.

Chemical Toolbox  www.openbabel.com
Open Babel is a chemical toolbox designed to speak the many languages of chemical data. It's an open, collaborative project allowing anyone to search, convert, analyze, or store data from molecular modeling, chemistry, solid-state materials, biochemistry, or related areas.
ENGINEERINGTOOLBOX www.engineeringtoolbox.com 
Tools and Basic Information for Design, Engineering and Construction of Technical Applications 

CHERESOURCES www.cheresources.com Resources for the chemical engineering community

ENGINEERSEDGE www.engineersedge.com design, engineering & manufacturing resource.

FREECALC www.freecalc.com Applications for everyday Mathematics, Engineering, Economics, and Scientific calculations
Interactive Triz Matrix http://www.triz40.com/ contradiction matrix

TRIZ is a theory that considers engineering problems and suggested solutions based on their structure. TRIZ states that:

1.  Technical systems evolve towards the increase of ideality by OVERCOMING CONTRADICTIONS, mostly with minimal introduction of resources.

2.  Most of the innovations are transpositions of KNOWN SOLUTIONS in other fields.

The TRIZ Matrix is a database of KNOWN SOLUTIONS (principles) able to OVERCOME CONTRADICTIONS. 

Chemexper http://www.chemexper.com/ 

Chemicals Directory

Polydynamics  www.polydynamics.com 

Provides software, seminars and solutions for plastics processing. Has a very useful glossary of scientific terms at http://www.polydynamics.com/glossary2.htm
PaDEL-Descriptor  http://padel.nus.edu.sg/software/padeldescriptor/
Software to calculate molecular descriptors and fingerprints. The software currently calculates 905 descriptors (770 1D, 2D descriptors and 135 3D descriptors) and10 types of fingerprints. The descriptors and fingerprints are calculated using The Chemistry Development Kit with some additional descriptors and fingerprints. These additions include atom type electrotopological state descriptors, Crippen's logP and MR, extended topochemical atom (ETA) descriptors, McGowan volume, molecular linear free energy relation descriptors, ring counts, count of chemical substructures identified by Laggner, and binary fingerprints and count of chemical substructures identified by Klekota and Roth.

Touchgraph http://touchgraph.com/TGGoogleBrowser.html
Use to explore the connections between related websites

TRANSLATION SERVICES 

http://Babelfish.yahoo.com
www.Dictionary.com
http://translate.google.com/translate 
All cover translation, either way, between the most common languages with the disclaimer:

Please note: The translator will not produce a perfect translation. In most cases it should adequately convey the general sense of the original; however, it is not a substitute for a competent human translator. (also see www.nicetranslator.com and www.freetranslation.com )

The JPO link: http://www.jpo.go.jp/index_e/patents.html has a built in translator at:
http://www4.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/Tokujitu/tjsogodben.ipdl?N0000=115
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DATABASES 

Chemical Register http://www.chemicalregister.com. Database of Chemical Industry suppliers

Polymers: A Properties Database
www.polymersdatabase.com
Matbase: the free and independent online materials properties resource

www.matbase.com
Matbase is a material property database. It’s the worlds first free online resource for physical and mechanical data on all major material categories, i.e. ferrous metals, non-ferrous metals, polymers, technical ceramics, wood, glass, laminates and natural and artificial fibres. Furthermore Matbase gives you access to the worlds largest environmental database. It’s an incredibly powerful tool when used in (sustainable) design projects.

MatWeb  http://www.matweb.com
MatWeb is a searchable database of material properties includes data sheets of thermoplastic and thermoset polymers such as ABS, nylon, polycarbonate, polyester, polyethylene and polypropylene; metals such as aluminum, cobalt, copper, lead, magnesium, nickel, steel, superalloys, titanium and zinc alloys; ceramics; plus semiconductors, fibers, and other engineering materials
Dunn and Bradsheet http://www.dnb.com. Business and business credit database. You need a Dun and Bradsheet Number to register with CCR.GOV

Scopus http://www.scopus.com. Abstract and Citation database of research literature

Polysaccharidecenter http://www.polysaccharidecenter.com. Chemical and physical properties of polysaccharides

Electrochemistry Encyclopedia http://www.electrochem.cwru.edu/encycl/ Covers many aspects of electrochemistry, electroanalytical chemistry and electrochemical engineering.

Chemblink http://www.chemblink.com Database of chemicals from around the world

Chemtube3D http://www.chemtube3D.com. This site contains interactive 3D animations for some of the most important organic reactions with supporting information on reactivity and spectroscopy.

Back to Top 

SOFTWARE

WWW.OPENOFFICE.ORG (Free) Opens and produces files in MS Word, Excel and Power Point formats. Unlike MS Word can also save in PDF format.

WWW.SNAGIT.COM (Free trial, $49) Captures anything on your screen as an image. You can get the text back by using the optical text reader in your scanner.

WWW.FREEWAREFILES.COM Searchable database of Freeware

WWW.DOWNLOAD.COM Listings of free to try software

WWW.SHAREWARE.COM
CUTEPDF http://cutepdf.com/ AND PRIMO.PDF http://www.filehippo.com/download_primopdf/3966/ 
both provide free conversion of files to PDF format

OPENBABEL http://www.openbabel.com is an open source chemical toolbox. 

ACD/ChemSketch 12.0 Freeware http://www.acdlabs.com/download/chemsketch/ 
A comprehensive chemical drawing package. (The ACD physical property prediction software is embedded for free in Chemspider)

EPI Suites http://www.epa.gov/oppt/exposure/pubs/episuite.htm
The EPI (Estimation Programs Interface) Suite™ is a Windows®-based suite of physical/chemical property and environmental fate estimation programs developed by the EPA’s Office of Pollution Prevention Toxics and Syracuse Research Corporation (SRC).  EPI Suite™ uses a single input to run the following estimation programs: KOWWIN™, AOPWIN™, HENRYWIN™, MPBPWIN™, BIOWIN™, BioHCwin, KOCWIN™, WSKOWWIN™, WATERNT™, BCFBAF™, HYDROWIN™, KOAWIN and AEROWIN™, and the fate models WVOLWIN™, STPWIN™ and LEV3EPI™.  ECOSAR™, which estimates ecotoxicity, is also included in EPI Suite™.
Chemistry-Blog.CPM/Dictionary/ http://www.chemistry-blog.com/2008/12/17/chemistry-dictionary-for-word-processors-version-20/. 
Chemistry dictionary for word processors.

And for Cloud computing use Google.Docs

Maxima http://maxima.sourceforge.net/    a symbolic math program which is a freeware version of DOE developed Macsyma (it has a better GUI and copies are still sometimes available on ebay for around $500)

Free Statistical Software http://statpages.org/javasta2.html
Excellent site listing a great variety of free software you can download
NEWS

SQOX Financial News Aggregator http://www.sqox.com
Aggregates financial news from a number of sources.

Nature Preceedings http://preceedings.nature.com provides a platform for sharing new and preliminary findings on a global basis.

WatchThatPage www.watchthatpage.com  you select which website pages to monitor and changes are automatically emailed to you. This is a really neat site as you can do a lot with it. Examples include checking updates from competitors, seeing when new challenges are posted on Innocentive or NineSigma etc or seeing when new employment positions are posted. Really heavy users pay a fee but otherwise it is free.

INFORMATIONWEEK  www.infrormationwekk.com
Connecting the business and technology community

SMALL BUSINESS NEWS – BLOOMBERG BUSINESS WEEK http://www.businessweek.com/smallbiz/
Find helpful resources about small business management, financing, marketing & technology. 

BUSINESS

ZOHO www.zoho.com provides a wide, integrated portfolio of rich online applications for businesses. With more than 20 different applications spanning Collaboration , Business and Productivity applications (free for personal use). 

Outright, Numia and Quicken Online are all free

Outright http://www.outright.com is a free software-as-a-service simple online bookkeeping service that fills out a Schedule C which as a solopreneur you will need to file.

NUMIA www.numia.biz free accounting software for small businesses. Also provides forms for invoicing, purchases etc.

QUICKEN www.quicken.intuit.com has a free online version for personal accounting

 HiTask www.hitask.com  is a free web-based task management tool.

REMEMBERTHEMILK www.rememberthemilk.com is another free task management tool

How  to start a Small Business  in just a few hours (smallbusiness.yahoo.com)

http://smallbusiness.yahoo.com/advisor/how-to-start-a-small-business-in-a-few-hours-204042975.html
WEEBLY www.weebly.com  to create a free website

WORDPRESS www.wordpress.org   free web software to create a website or blog

LOGOWORKS http://logoworks.com/ 
Designs logos. Prints cards, stationary etc.

for other Freelance Designers and Programmers visit www.99designs.com , www.crowdspring.com
 www.elance.com and www.sologig.com 

Google Voice http://www.google.com/googlevoice/about.html
Free phone service with lots of features.

Skype http://www.skype.com 
Low cost national and international plans to landlines and mobile phones (requires an internet connection)

OOVOO  www.oovoo.com
Video with up to 12 people at once, record and upload to youtube
Vyew http://www.vyew.com 
Communicate and collaborate in real time. Provides a very simple whiteboard where you can upload documents for discussion.
(Free for up to 20 users)

CONSULTANTSCONSULTANT.COM.AU/
Resource center with free tools, from articles, forms, templates etc.

Consultingpulse http://www.consultingpulse.com. Consulting newsletter.

MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT

LabX www.labx.com used scientific equipment for sale/auction

http://www.laboratoryequipment.com
EquipNet www.equipnet.com used/surplus lab equipment

Ebay www.ebay.com (good source of chemicals and equipment)
BID ON EQUIPMENT www.bidonequipment.com
AMAZON www.amazon.com  ( good source of chemicals)

Home schooling sites such as  http://www.hometrainingtools.com   are a good source of simple equipment and small quantities of chemicals
Cosmetics supply houses such as http://www.makingcosmetics.com/  which sells surfactants, waxes etc
Project supply houses such as:

www.inventables.com
http://www.mindsetsonline.co.uk
www.goodfellowusa.com
for plastics, polymers, ceramics, metals, and a host of other things
RENTAL SPACE
University City Science Center   www.sciencecenter.org
The Science Center offers lab space, office space, and support services in Philadelphiafor entrepreneurs, start-ups and established companies.
http://www.hersheyresearch.com/laboratory/lease-space.html
http
://www.cummingsproperties.com/lab_space.htm
  (Boston)

http://www.commercialrebroker.com/lab-space-available-in-new-jersey-3/
http://sdentrepreneurs.org/ad-category/labspace/
san diego entrepreneurs

http://www.lab-pros.com/rentals.htm  these a portable configurable units for rent for 6 mos on up

http://www.chandleraz.gov/default.aspx?pageid=339  City of Chandler Arizona

Available Space for Lease

Coworking space http://indyhall.org/  in Philadelphia
Google coworking space  for a series of refs on this topic

Also hacker space

http://hackerspaces.org/wiki/List_of_Hacker_Spaces
for other useful refs just google  hacker space

Also craigslist has alsorts of retail and commercial space including meeting rooms

Sharedbusinessspace.com  www.sharedbusinessspace.com
Delaware science center

http://deltechpark.org/strategic-partners/science-center/    
Day office space & day offices to rent - Regus USA
www.regus.com/starting-a-business/mobile.../day-offices.aspx
Regus day offices are the perfect solution for those on the move or for anyone needing temporary day office with a professional environment.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

ACS ENTREPRENEURSHIP INITIATIVE

ACS Entrepreneurial Resources Center
Forum: Entrepreneurial Initiative | ACS Network
The ACS Entrepreneurial Initiative is designed to assist members with broadening their entrepreneurial ideas to stimulate U.S. job growth within the chemical sector
Small Business Innovation Research http://business.usa.gov/
Provide valuable source of funding
BusinessUSA.gov 

 Creates a simpler and more intuitive website for users. The new BusinessUSA offer visitors a direct path to programs and tools such as financing, exporting, starting and growing a business, veteran’s programs and disaster assistance. 

Entrepreneur.com  www.entrepreneur.com
DOCSTOC  www.docstoc.com  in addition to providing a host of business documents the site contains a wealth of articles and videos on entrepreneurship and starting your own business (http://www.docstoc.com/browse/articles)
Similarly there are useful articles on 

Moo.com  www.moo.com and on www.grasshopper.com  blog such as:
Top Myths About Starting a Business

(http://grasshopper.com/blog/2013/03/top-myths-about-starting-a-business-interview-with-chris-kilbourn/?mc_cid=7634a8b2f8&mc_eid=[UNIQID])

An interview with Chris Kilbourn from TaskBullet and TOFU Marketing about conquering mythical boundaries to starting your own business.

 Free Business & Entrepreneurship Classes

(http://grasshopper.com/blog/2013/03/short-on-cash-five-free-business-entrepreneurship-classes/?mc_cid=7634a8b2f8&mc_eid=[UNIQID])

How to Start a Small Business in a Few Hours

http://smallbusiness.yahoo.com/advisor/how-to-start-a-small-business-in-a-few-hours-204042975.html
 Other useful sites include:
www.steveblank.com
www.leanlaunchpad.com
www.dogpatchlabs.com
Crowd funding at www.kickstarter.com , www.ideaconnection.com and
www.Indiegogo.com
LEGAL

LEGALZOOM http://www.legalzoom.com/ 
LLC, Partnership Agreements, Copyright issues, Business Services etc.

MYCORPORATION www.mycorporation.com to incorporate or form an LLC

NOLOPRESS http://nolopress.com/
Many business resources and 100s of downloadable forms from $5 - $17. Also publishes books on legal related issues including “Patent it Yourself”.
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EDUCATION

LOCAL UNIVERSITIES & COMMUNITY COLLEGES
Free course per term for 62 and older at DCCC

MIT OPEN COURSEWARE http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/web/courses/courses/index.htm
Over 1800 undergraduate and graduate courses with lecture notes, lecture videos and exams in their free online courses.

OPEN COURSEWARE CONSORTIUM http://www.ocwconsortium.org/home.html
Lists worldwide open courses 

The minute-long videos are available through YouTube, iTunesU and the OU’s free online learning platform OpenLearn. The production was funded by the Science and Technology Facilities Council and produced by Angel Eye Media. The animation topics were developed by a team from The Open University’s Science Faculty: Drs Janet Sumner, Stephen Serjeant, Andrew Norton and David Rothery.

About The Open University
The Open University (OU) is the largest academic institution in the UK and a leader in flexible distance learning. Since it began in 1969, OU has taught more than 1.8 million students and has more than 250,000 current students, including over 15,000 overseas.

TOU is a world leader in developing technology to increase access to education on a global scale. Its vast ‘open content portfolio’ includes free study units on OpenLearn, which has had more than 23 million visits, and materials on iTunes U, which has recorded over 56 million downloads. The OU has a 41 year partnership with the BBC which has moved from late-night lectures in the 1970s to prime-time programmes such as Frozen Planet, Bang Goes the Theory, James May’s Big Ideas and The Money Programme.

60 Seconds on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/playlist?hl=en&gl=GB&client=mv-google&list=PLhQpDGfX5e7CSp3rm5SDv7D_idfkRzje-&nomobile=1
More online college courses at:
· https://www.coursera.org/
· www.phoenix.edu/Online
· http://www.educationconnection.com/online-college
· http://www.openculture.com/freeonlinecourses
· www.edx.com
· http://freevideolectures.com/free-college-courses-online/
· http://education-portal.com/articles/
· http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865570623/
· http://wellesley.patch.com/articles/
THE NATIONAL SCIENCE DIGITAL LIBRARY http://nsdl.org/
iTUNESU http://www.apple.com/education/mobile-learning/
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PUBLISHING YOUR OWN BOOK

Blurb.com www.blurb.com
Lulu.com www.lulu.com
5 Tips for Publishing Your Own Book | Entrepreneur.com
www.entrepreneur.com/article/224621
Oct 16, 2012 – Books can help small-business owners with brand awareness, as well as show their expertise. Here's how to get started, including ...

6 ways to publish your book   http://mashable.com/2009/03/01/publish-book/
CREATIVITY AND INNOVATION BOOKS

Chesbrough, H., "Open Innovation", HBS Press, 2003
Christensen, C. M., "The Innovatorâ€™s Dilemma", HBS Press, 1997
Epstein, R., Ph.D., "The Big Book of Creativity Games", McGraw Hill, 2000
Hargadon, A., "How Breakthroughs Happen", HBS Press, 2003
Kelley, T., "The Ten Faces of Innovation", Currency Doubleday, 2005
Robinson, A. G. and Stern, Sam, "Corporate Creativity", Berrett-Koehler Publishers, 1997
Von Hippel, E., "The Sources of Innovation", Oxford University Press, 1988

"Consulting for Dummies" by Bob Nelson and Peter Economy 
"Flawless Consulting" by Peter Block
"Spare Room Tycoon" by James Chan
"Inside the Technical Consulting Business" by Harvey Kaye 

